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the enemy's ambuscading parties. At the end of
November these orders as to sleeping in the Mishing
Post were relaxed, and two small columns were
despatched against Korang village in the Galong
country. In November a strong reconnoitring party
from Mishing, along the Dihang and Kebang path,
not being allowed to combine with the main force,
the opportunity of well punishing the Abors at
Kekyar Monying, where nearly a fortnight was spent,
was lost. Parties were also now able to scour the
country almost as far as Rotang, where it was antici-
pated a junction would be made with the main column.
This latter force had in the meantime concentrated
at Pasighat on the 26th of October, and stockades
were built here and at Janakmukh on the line of
communication. On the 6th of November the force
reached the Sirpo river with no opposition, due
probably to the activity of the Ledum column, ahead
of, and on the left flank of, the main column. On
the yth of November a reconnaissance came into
contact with the enemy, who were punished severely
with a casualty list to us of an officer severely wounded
in the thigh by a poisoned arrow, two riflemen killed,
and one wounded. Road-making by the pioneers and
sappers was going on slowly, contending, as these
had to, with ceaseless difficulties of gorge, jungle,
and hill side ; and the troops were more or less
held back until the efforts of the road-makers per-
mitted a short advance. On the igth of November
Rotang village was reached, in front of which a large
stockade on the Igar stream was found and attacked
by the 8th G.R. in front and flank, who were received
by a fall of stones from " shoots " above, and a fire